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guards und sixteen strikers. Fearing^ anarchy, Oovcmor G1 asscock 

Unfortunately, all of these units were supposed to be at their 
annual encampment at Ml. Orclna, Pennsylvania. Due to a mix-up 

rhni unit was ordered immedialely into ihc danger zone and^'fear 
was expressed for Its safety." A special train was ordered to fetch 
the Mt. Gretna troops. They left their encampment at 4:50 p.m., 
reached Washington, D.C. at 9:10 that night and arrived at Cabin 
Creel at 9:25 the next morning. All other trains were sidetracked 
to allow the special train through. The Governor and citizenry of 
W'est Virginia were much relieved by the troops' arrival.” 

The terrain in the danger zone was described as consisting of 
“narrow ravines, forming almost an endless chain of miners cabins 
and coke ovens, while the steep hill sides are in most places thickly 
wooded, affording safe protection to an attacking party."” News¬ 
papers exaggerated both the danger and the combat in the strike 
woe_ A rcaliablc source indicates that the so-called Battle of 

P T *! hcn mine gUardS left their slee P in 8 quarters 
for in the club house. The number of shots fired was 

severed hundred mstead of 3.000 to 100.000 as reported in the 
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West Virginia History 


Once more the union position appeared most 
was being mined at near capacity; thejircss was bccon,,,, 00,1 

malting a speech at Long Acre, two miles below Boon,. 0 .”" 
Kanawha & Michigan Railroad, ,n which she told the mine",!"|> 
guns and buy good ones ... I will tell you when and wh e ^ 

Mn W.’ Brown who ran for the state legislature^^ 0 ? «« 
Boswell, editor of the Charleston Labor Argus, were also ar es ^ 
The UMW was becoming stripped of its allies. tested.’*- 

as thecae, that on March 4.' 

field was to be sworn in. A strange lull settled over the h Hat ‘ 
scarred, strife-ridden region. Perhaps it was in anti * • 

the former physician might find the proper medicine 
complaint. Perhaps the arrests and the r P inir~4 *• h lab °r 
knocked the wind on, of the sails of 

dedlred th"™'! M^toTrlend mos! r °f bled ““ “ person ^ 
district until this tr»b is L7 ted “HU h "Z to the 
jeor enabled him to ^ 

He was personally acquainted umh « « he sick and ailing. 

had at one time practiced in the p * u nUmber of PaUents, for he 
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a m -i «heir match but there remained unsettling 
T1W ftw The f«cl that neither side under,,«*, L"^ 

UdrTdve«.ry boded HI for the future. " Whenever , > 

of . writer declared with respect to the Secretary 

W«rVirginia Mining Assoclntlon . . he immediately pr< ^* 

Wc mt books, nnd books of statistics and began giving mc (i ** 
ST^hole cue of the operators, he seemed to think, could be ,w*' 
strand the balance sheet, ^.oldmeof toa£^ 

competitive fields andthe “ st ° f ° perati °" in th< « fic'lf 
cspit.iizs.ion nnd rates of d.vldends. But of the human , ide ' 
he had substantially nothing to say^ Of the outrages of the miner ; 
—and they have been numerous—he spoke with bitterness, but of 
the outrages committed upon them he was silent.” 1 * 1 ■ 

The union and Mother Jones in particular were not interested 
in the economic statistics that made the position of West Virginia 
coal operators somewhat precarious. The traditional anti-operator 
rhetoric and cuss words charged up the miners emotionally, but 
it failed to lead to an understanding. Discriminatory freight rates 
was every much an enemy to union miners as it was to the operators, 
but it was not perceived as such. Both the operators and the 
jtriken considered the situation as an epic struggle between the 
foras of goodness represented by themselves and the forces of 
e vil rep resented by their opponents. Under such a system of belief 
G«emo, Hatfield could not bring about an understanding though k 
ow manage to dictate a peace. 
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